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M arilyn J. Thornton, 94, of Decatur, IL, passed away at 3:25

P.M. on Monday (02-10-2025) at Imboden Creek Senior

Living.

Mrs. Thornton was born on October 16, 1930, in Decatur, IL, the daughter of William and Mary

Wendell. She was the owner of Thornton Welding Inc. in Decatur, IL, and a 62-year member of
Salem Baptist Church. She married Oliver F. Thornton on June 17th, 1950, in Decatur, IL. He
passed away on October 4, 1988.

Surviving are her son Oliver Mark Thornton and wife Cheryl of Decatur, IL; son-in-law Gary
Ventress of Decatur, IL; brother Robert Wendell and wife Sheila and sister Deva Doty and

husband Bill both of Mt. Zion, IL; 8 grandkids,16 great-grandkids, and 3 great-great-grandkids.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 3 daughters Cindy Ventress, Linda Oyler, Kathleen
Thornton and one grandchild.

A Funeral service will be held at 10:00 A.M. Saturday (02-15-2025) at the Star of Hope Mausoleum
in Graceland Cemetery with visitation 9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. Entombment will be in the Star of
Hope Mausoleum.

Memorials may be made to Salem Baptist Church, Decatur, IL.

Condolences and memories may be shared with the family in care of Graceland Fairlawn Funeral

Homes www.gracelandfairlawn.com.

Obituary Marilyn J. Thornton
OCT  16 , 19 3 0  -  FEB  10, 2 0 2 5

Marilyn J. Thornton
OCT  1 6, 1 930  -  FEB  1 0 , 2 0 2 5
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Visitation

Star  of Hope Mausoleum  / Graceland

Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Ave., Decatur IL 62526

Funeral Service

Star  of Hope Mausoleum  / Graceland

Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Ave., Decatur IL 62526

Cemetery Details

Star  of Hope Mausoleum  / Graceland

Cemetery

2091 N. Oakland Ave., Decatur IL 62526

Events Marilyn J. Thornton
OCT  16 , 19 3 0  -  FEB  10, 2 0 2 5

Saturday, February 15, 2025

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM CT

Saturday, February 15, 2025

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM CT
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Tribute Wall Marilyn J. Thornton
OCT  16 , 19 3 0  -  FEB  10, 2 0 2 5

Graceland Fair lawn shared a Video.

February 13 at 8:27 AM

PAGE 5 OF 7



Media Marilyn J. Thornton
OCT  16 , 19 3 0  -  FEB  10, 2 0 2 5

Graceland Fair lawn shared a Video. February 13 at 8:27 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Marilyn by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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